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WOW! I can’t believe we are already into November! Huth Road PTA has certainly hit the 

ground running this year. We’ve greeted you at Open House, run our Sportswear Sale and Fall 

Fundraiser, perhaps combed your child’s hair or wiped some lunch from the corner of their 

mouth for school pictures. We’ve already held two PTA business meetings, encouraged your 

child to enter the PTA Reflections contest and we’re gearing up for Family Game Night and a 

variety of other special events and programs for your child and your family. 

 

It is my pleasure to serve Huth Road school in the position of PTA president. I’ve served as pres-

ident in the past at Sidway Elementary and held several other PTA offices as well. I’m excited to 

work with Mrs. Nowak and the staff and teachers at Huth Road. There is a strong, supportive 

relationship between the PTA and the staff that serves to create a great atmosphere of learning 

and enrichment for your child(ren). 

 

There’s a common misconception that if you join PTA, you will be inundated with calls for 

help, or mysteriously wind up chairing the basket raffle. That’s not true. We do value your 

help, but we want your help doing something for PTA that you enjoy, when and if it works for 

you and your family’s schedule. We have sign-up sheets for special events, and we won’t call 

you unless you have let us know that you would like to help out. We also value your support 

through your PTA membership. If you haven’t joined already, please take a moment to fill 

out the form included in this newsletter and send it in with your $5 membership fee. It’s 

never too late to join! 

 

If you’re not familiar with all that PTA does for your children, you need only to ask a couple of 

questions, or take a look through their backpack. Chances are you will find an event that PTA 

planned, paid for, staffed or arranged. PTA helps defray the cost of student agendas; we give out 

free books to encourage love of reading; we bring character-building and educational programs 

to the school; we defray costs for enrichment opportunities outside the school; we bring in book 

fairs, staff a program to give positive reinforcement for good behavior, and the list goes on and 

on. If your children attend Huth, I can guarantee they have been positively impacted by the PTA 

in some way. 

 

Please let me know if there’s ever a question I can answer, or anything I can do for you or your 

family on behalf of Huth Road PTA. And consider giving just a few hours of your time this year. 

The PTA has a national campaign called ―3 for Me.‖ The idea is to pledge to your child to donate 

just three hours of your time during the entire year to help out at school. If every family donated 

just three hours, we would have all the help we need, and then some. Think about it… 

 

Trish Eichel 

775-0427 

jteichel@verizon.net 



From the Principal’s Desk. . . 

Hello Parents, 

 

Would you recognize bullying or teasing if you saw it? 

Would you recognize it if it was reported to you by 

your child? Would you recognize it in your own child’s 

behavior on the playground or soccer field?   

 

There are few things we, as parents, need to keep in 

mind regarding bullying and teasing: 

Do we recognize the problem? 

What is our personal response to it? 

How can we help our children choose an ap-

propriate solution? 

 

A Problem Defined 

In recent studies most school age students reported be-

ing bullied or teased or being a witness to bullying or 

teasing. Our children clearly recognize that there is a 

problem, but there is a question as to whether we recog-

nize it. Bullying is repeated aggressive acts against 

another involving an imbalance of power. Teasing is 

generally thought of as less harmful than bullying, but 

left unresolved, it can lead to bullying. Many discipline 

problems in elementary schools are a result of imma-

ture social skills, especially regarding teasing and con-

flict/resolution. 

 

A part of the problem that I find fascinating is that teas-

ing is not reserved for childhood. You can probably 

think of someone right now who relentlessly teases or 

even bullies others. Turn on the TV, and talk shows, 

sitcoms, commercials, the news media, and even our 

elected officials tease and bully openly and proudly. It 

is hard for us to combat a problem in our schools that is 

such a glorified part of our society. 

 

It Is More Than Personal 

When we were growing up, many parents considered 

teasing and bullying to be a right of passage. (Think of 

Farcus from A Christmas Story.) An important differ-

ence is that back then, bullies met their victims face to 

face, and victims reacted by learning how to handle the 

bully or by shrinking away. Today, bullies reach out 

into cyber space to ridicule, embarrass and put down 
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BULLYING AND TEASING— What Can We Do? 

down their victims to larger and larger audiences. As 

before, victims either learn how to handle the bully or 

shrink further away, but unlike before, they also some-

times lash out in terrible ways. I don’t think any of us 

could ever forget the horror of Columbine. We have to 

acknowledge the fact that bullies, victims, and bystand-

ers all have lasting negative effects from this kind of bad 

behavior, and it is up to us to make a change.   

 

Choosing Appropriate Solutions 

The first step to improving the social environments for 

our children (and possibly even for ourselves) is to cre-

ate a culture of intolerance for bullying and teasing. It 

should not be acceptable to mock and ridicule others 

because of the way they look, walk, dress or do their 

hair. We should not tolerate insults and threats on the 

playground, on the bus, or on the soccer field.  

 

When we witness inappropriate behavior with our chil-

dren, we should privately point it out to them as some-

thing we do not accept. We should teach our children 

how to respond appropriately to bullying or teasing 

whether they are the target or a bystander, and we 

should teach our children about the difference between 

reporting a problem to an adult and being a tattletale.  

 

(A child reports to help make a problem better. A child 

tattles to get another in trouble.) How a child responds 

to teasing or bullying will depend on how the child feels 

about it and what s/he has been taught to do.  Whenever 

possible, we want our children to stand up against bullying 

and teasing. Sometimes a child has not yet grown into the 

strength he will someday possess to take such a strong stand. 

Until then, it is up to the adults in his life to support him. 

 

Just Because Everyone Does it, Doesn’t Make it Right 

Children in grades 2-5 are slowly detaching from their fami-

lies and attaching onto their new social worlds. Most children 

will tease another at some point as part of their natural curios-

ity and exploration of this new world. When it happens, we 

should respond kindly but firmly. Left unchecked, a child who 

experiences the empowerment of teasing another will contin-

ue to seek that feeling of superiority. We have to help our 

children find their sense of worth from within rather than by 

taking it from others.   

          Continued next page 



FALL  FAMILY  GAME  NIGHT! 
 

Is it a Game Night?  
Is it a Book Fair?   

Is it a Fall Fundraiser pickup?  
 

Why, it's Huth Road Family Game Night and it includes all three!!!  
 

Please join us for a mellow evening of playing games as a family, having a slice of pizza and some yummy des-

sert and browsing the Scholastic book fair. For your convenience, this is also an evening when you can pick up 

your Innisbrook Fall Fundraiser orders. This event takes place Friday, November 4 from 6 to 8 p.m.  

 

Admission is FREE!  
 

All PTA members will be entitled to a FREE slice of pizza and a FREE soft drink or bottled water, even those 

who sign up the night of the event. Additional pizza and drinks will be available for a fee.  

 

Games and food will be located in Cafeteria I.  

Innisbrook pickup will be available in Cafeteria II. 

The book fair will be located on the stage. 

We look forward to seeing you at this fun, family event! 
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What can be Done? 
The problem of bullying cannot be handled by the schools alone. We all must accept responsibility 

for the problem and move together to make positive changes happen. We must talk to our children regularly. We 

must be explicit in teaching what we believe is acceptable behavior and what is not.  We must listen as much as we 

teach. Our children will fill in the blanks for themselves otherwise, or worse, the blanks will be filled by what they 

see modeled for them in our adult world.   

 

For Example 

I created a fictional scenario of a discipline issue similar to what we see in school called, The Kick.  You can find it 

printed a little farther in this newsletter. You may be interested to read it and the possible responses to the situa-

tion. As always, everything we do in school revolves around our mission to foster academic excellence, personal 

growth and social responsibility. When we work with children facing a discipline struggle, we help them work 

through the problem so that they have a better outcome the next time around. Earlier in the year I sent home a copy 

of our Reflection Form, an important tool we use to help our students learn from their discipline mistakes. Thank 

you for supporting your child if a Reflection Form is sent home.   

 

As always, thank you for your kind support, especially regarding teasing and bullying, and please do not hesitate 

to contact me with any questions or concerns.   

 

Yours truly, 

Kerri Nowak 

BULLYING AND TEASING— What Can We Do? 

Continued from p. 2 



   H U T H  R O A D  H A P P E N I N G S  Huth Road Happenings       4Huth Road Happenings       4

Huth Road Intramurals are underway. Fourth and fifth grade boys and girls have  

begun the fall session. Parents, please follow the schedule closely since dates vary. 

Some sessions you will find overlap (boys and girls together). This fall we will be 

playing football, soccer, indoor games and gymnastics. Students only need sneakers, 

but can change if they wish. Students on medicals or who are unprepared for gym 

must take their regular bus home. If picking up your child please be at school by 3:55 p.m. 

Thanks, and as always if you have any questions don’t hesitate to call.   

           Nancy Keller and Craig Warthling 

Intramurals 

 

     Do you love to read?  

       Can’t put your book down? 

       Then Huth Road Book Club is for you! 
 
All 3rd grade book lovers were invited to join Book Club. Book Club meets on Thursdays at 3:05 p.m. until 

the late buses arrive at 3:55 p.m. During book club we read and discuss various books, very similar to an 

adult book club. Some days, we complete crafts and activities that pertain to the book that we are reading 

and we always share a snack. Since our Book Club members all read at various levels, some of the books 

that we read may seem easy, while some books may be more challenging. Book Club is meant to share the 

love and enjoyment of reading with others and to show students that reading together can be quite fun! The 

whole family can even get involved!  Students are assigned chapters or sections of 

their books and must read these prior to the next session. During that next session, 

students are able to share their opinions about the book and to make predictions and 

connections. Students are more than welcome to read their book at home with a parent 

or other adult. Some students may even want to read to a sibling or pet. The choice is 

theirs! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Miss Gorecki, 

Book Club advisor. Happy Reading! 

Third Grade Book Club 

Viking Values Lunch 
Viking Values lunch happens once a month to reward positive behavior in the cafeteria, hallways and on the 

busses at Huth Road School. One class from each grade is chosen for an extended lunch in Cafeteria II. The 

children eat lunch at one end and play games at the other end of the 

cafeteria. The winning classes also get 10 extra minutes for lunch. On 

the bus coins are handed out for good behavior, which can then be 

turned in at the Coin Redemption cart for prizes. It is a great program 

and the children truly enjoy receiving a Viking Values Lunch. It you 

would like to volunteer please contact Patti Kubanek at 773-8754 or 

pkubanek@roadrunner.com. 

  

mailto:pkubanek@roadrunner.com


Calendar of Events 
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Third Grade Newspaper Club 

E-news Is Here!  Sign Up Today! 

 

 
 

E-news allows Grand Island parents, students, facul-

ty/staff & community members to sign up to receive 

e-mails &/or text messages on school related infor-

mation. With e-news, you automatically receive 

news of interest to you at your selected e-mail ad-

dress or cell phone. E-news is an opt-in service. You 

tailor the service to meet your needs by selecting 

only the categories that are of interest to you.  
 

To Sign Up: 

Visit www.k12.ginet.org 

Click the GICSD e-news button at the bottom right 

Complete the form and choose your subscription 

options 

Enter the security number shown and press  

 ―Sign Me Up‖ 

November: 

            4      PTA Family Game Night & Book Fair (6:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.) 

            7      Book Fair (during day for students) 

            7      Parent/Teacher Conferences (6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.) 

            8      Parent/Teacher Conferences (8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.) 

                    NO SCHOOL 

            7      Book Fair (during day for parents) 

            9      Picture Re-Take Day 

            11    Veteran’s Day Holiday – NO SCHOOL 

            17    Fall Concert (Band/Strings) @ 7:00 p.m. @ Huth Aud. 

            17    PTA Reflections submissions due – ―Diversity Means . . .‖ 

            23-27  Thanksgiving Recess 

December: 

            1      Winter Choral Assembly @ HS @ 7:30 p.m. 

            2      Viking Values Lunch & End of 1st Trimester 

            13    Beginner Band/String Concert @ 7:00 p.m. HS Aud. 

            14    3rd Gr. Choral Concert @ 1:45 p.m. @ Huth (Aud.) 

            16    Report Cards Go Home (H-K-S) 

            16    Knights of Columbus Poster Contest Deadline  
         23-31 Winter Recess  

             

As third graders, students have exciting opportunities to stay after school to participate in  

various clubs and activities.  

 

In Newspaper Club 3rd-grade students have the chance to meet an actual editor of a local news-

paper and to ask questions about his job. Students are shown examples of newspapers and get tips and tricks on how 

to edit their work and how to conduct an interview. Students work together to brainstorm ideas and decide topics for 

their edition of the Huth Road school newspaper. They are able to interview teachers and staff members, collect in-

formation on various topics, and type news articles for the paper. In Newspaper Club, we also have a few 5th grade 

students who participate and act as co-editors to offer advice and assistance to the third graders 

when needed. The Huth Road elementary newspaper is distributed to classrooms throughout the 

school three times a year. Students who participates in Newspaper Club will receive their own color 

copy of the newspaper. The club meets Wednesdays after school from 3:05 p.m. until 3:55.p.m. 

Due to high interest Newspaper Club has been broken up into three rounds to accommodate more 

students. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact either Miss Gorecki or 

Miss Marciszewski, Newspaper Club co-advisors. 

The Huth Road Enrichment Committee is excited to be able to continue to bring programs that 

enhance the student’s curriculum. These programs are made possible by families that support 

our PTA. This year we are planning on hosting a school-wide program in January called Math 

Magic. This program will help students see that there is more to math than can be imagined. We 

also are planning to host Kevin McCarthy, who will present his anti- bullying program to all 

grade levels. On October 27 Doug MacGregor, an author/illustrator of children’s books, visited with our 4th and 5th 

graders. He talked to students about writing, drawing, and storytelling. This school year each grade level will have an 

opportunity to arrange programs specific to its curriculum. We’re looking forward to another great year.   

Thank you, Huth Road PTA! 
 

Enrichment Committee Report 

http://www.k12.ginet.org/
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Our Fall Fundraiser was another huge success this year. Special thanks to the Albrecht         

Family for their continued and generous support of this event. Our highest sales this year go 

to Christopher O'Connor in Mrs. Gormley's class, followed closely by Joshua Cramer in Mrs. 

Percival's class.  

 

We would also like to thank all of the Huth Road families that participated in this annual 

event. We had more than 140 families that sold Innisbrook gift wrap and gifts this year! All proceeds go to sup-

porting Huth Road School programs. The items ordered will be available for pick up at the Fall Family Fun 

Night, Friday, November 4 as well as Saturday, November 5 at the school. Thank you all for supporting Huth 

Road PTA! 

PTA News 
PTA members statewide will gather in Niagara Falls the weekend of November 11-13 to participate in the  

NYSPTA annual convention. Delegates will be voting on the retention of 18 resolutions ranging from traffic- 

light installation on state-owned roads to seat-belt usage on school buses. They will also vote to update eight 

resolutions concerning such items as guidance counselor case load, toxic art supplies, limiting child labor and 

safety items on school buses. Workshop topics include ―Youth & Violence: Reducing the Threat,‖ ―Hot Topics 

in Special Education,‖ ―How to Get Your Unit Back on Track,‖ ―Child Sexual Predators: the Familiar Stranger,‖ 

―Stop Targeting Kids‖ (dealing with advertising aimed at kids). There will also be panels on ―Anti-

bullying and the Dignity for All Students Act‖ and the ―Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 and the 

Food in Your Child’s School.‖ 

PTA Sells Innisbrook Products for Fall Fundraiser 

Art Club Underway for Fifth Graders 
Art Club for 5th graders began Monday, October 17 for the first session and will con-

tinue until the end of November. The second session will begin December 5 and the 

third session will begin on February 27. Your child will come home with a permission 

slip the week before his/her club begins. Please look for notes coming home to see if 

your child is in session 2 or 3.  You may also check dates on my teacher website.   

 

Thank you,  

Mrs. Dana Allen 

Box Tops for Education 
Did you know that one box top is worth 10 cents? If 400 students brought in 10 box tops each, 

we would get a check for $400!  If you turn in your box tops NOW, we will get our first 

check in December. You can send them in on the attached sheet or just put them in a bag-

gie or envelope for your child to bring to the office. 

  

Thank you, 

Dawn VeRost 



Memo from Membership 
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Membership Needs Your Support! 
By Shelley Pridgen, membership chair 

 

Have you found your apple on our ―PTA Apple Tree‖ located outside our main office? If you have, then I want 

to personally thank you very much for your support of Huth Road PTA. It means so much to us that you are ded-

icated to the support of our school, our PTA and most importantly, our students.  

 

If you don’t have an apple on our tree, we have your apple waiting for you! Supporting our PTA not only pro-

vides many wonderful benefits, some of which I will list below, but more importantly, it shows your support for 

your child’s school and the many programs it is able to offer them. The cost is minimal at only $5 per school 

year per person. So, AGAIN, what are you waiting for?  

 

If you are not sure what the PTA does for our school, let me tell you a little about the programs we help to  

provide the students at Huth Road.  

      Offsets the cost of student agendas—parents pay only $3 as a result 

 Offers a Family Game Night each fall—this year’s is November 4, 2011 

 Provides the volunteers and prizes for the Viking Values lunches 

 Offers FREE books to each student about three times each year 

 Staffs the Book Fair—beginning this Friday, November 4 

 Plans and staffs the Spring Bazaar (and organizes all those wonderful baskets) 

 Pays for the author visit 

 Pays for and runs PARP (Parents as Reading Partners) 

 Runs the Boxtops for Education program to earn extra money for our school 

 Caters a special lunch and buys t-shirts for graduating 5th graders 

 Offers parents the convenience of the School Supply Kit sale 

 Creates and sells the yearbooks 

 Runs the sportswear sale and Innisbrook as fundraisers 

 Staffs the volunteers for school pictures 

 Offers two scholarships each year to graduating seniors 

 Provides enrichment programs for each grade level.   

 Examples include: 

  ~2nd grade—Buffalo Zoo 

  ~3rd grade—Planetarium 

     ~4th grade—Early American Storytellers 

  ~5th grade—Cultural Programs 

  ~All School—Math Magic 

 And many more! 

 

Our goal is for 100% participation from teachers, staff and YOU, our parents. Many parents may resist joining 

because they think joining means they have to volunteer and this is not the case. If you are able to volunteer, 

great, but if not, we understand that your schedule may not allow you to do so and that is completely understand-

able. Joining the PTA does not obligate you in any way, it merely shows your support for our mission, our 

school, our students and our programs! Again, what are you waiting for? Applications are available on the front 

table at Huth, on our website at www.k12.ginet.org/huth road.cfm, click PTA on the left hand side, PTA forms 

and Membership form to download an application, or email me at shelleypridgen@yahoo.com and I will forward 

you an application. There is also an application form in this newsletter. If you have questions or comments, 

please email me or call me at 775-5201.    



Huth Road Happenings       8

The Kick  by Kerri Nowak 
There is no magic method to correctly handle discipline issues with children, but in school we believe 

that discipline issues provide us with information about our children that can help us teach them more 

effectively, so we approach discipline issues from a learning perspective. We also believe that when home and 

school work together, the best results are possible. Take a look at the following scenario and the sample adult 

responses to it. 

Fictional Scenario—The Kick 

Hazel is sitting on the school bus while Roy is board-

ing. They catch each other’s eye and snarl at one an-

other. As Roy walks by Hazel, Hazel puts her foot in 

the aisle to stop him. Roy tells Hazel to move her foot. 

Hazel tells him she can put her foot wherever she 

wants. Roy attempts to walk over Hazel’s foot. Hazel 

raises her foot to try to prevent him from going. Roy 

missteps and accidentally kicks Hazel’s leg. The kick 

was unintentional, but he is glad it happened. He mut-

ters a sarcastic apology, but Hazel won’t hear it and 

yells for the bus driver. The driver asks what hap-

pened, and writes the following bus discipline report 

on Roy. 

 

The Discipline Report 

“Roy kicked Hazel on the bus. Spike, Suri and Lourdes 

all saw him do it. He lied about it, was disrespectful to 

the bus driver and refused to apologize. Hazel went to 

the nurse with a visible bruise on her leg.” 

 

As an adult in Roy’s life, you do not have the scenario 

available to you. All you have is the report. How do you 

respond? Consider these three options: 

 

Choice #1:  Blame Roy 

Focus on getting Roy to admit that he kicked Hazel, then 

provide an appropriate consequence. If he doesn’t admit 

it, provide another consequence for lying. Of course, he 

would receive a third consequence for being disrespectful 

to the bus driver.    

 

Choice #2:  Blame Hazel and the Bus Driver 

When talking to Roy, you learn that Hazel started the 

whole mess by putting her leg in the aisle to stop him. 

Roy said he tried to walk over her, but she lifted her leg 

and tried to trip him. He said he accidentally kicked Ha-

zel, and he tried to apologize to her, but she wouldn’t 

listen because she wanted to get him in trouble. (He con-

veniently left out that his attempted apology was sarcas-

tic.)  He said that she pretended to cry and got the bus 

driver on her side. Further, Roy said that when the bus : 

 

driver came over, he tried to explain that it was all Ha-

zel’s fault, but the bus driver wouldn’t listen.  

 

Choice #3:  Teach 

After an incidence like the one above, children in grades 

2-5 can only see the injustice that has been done to them. 

They have great difficulty accepting any responsibility 

for their part of the problem if they felt they were treated 

unfairly at any point during the encounter. But in order to 

teach, the child must accept responsibility for his/her ac-

tions. To get past this roadblock, we can start by talking 

to the child from his point of view, usually by acknowl-

edging the frustration with the other child. Here’s an ex-

ample 

 

“Roy, I just got the report from the bus driver. Hazel is 

really frustrating you, huh?”   

 

Beginning from this perspective will allow Roy to air his 

grievances against Hazel right from the start. It’s all he 

can think of anyway, so getting him to talk about it will 

let him know he is being heard while at the same time 

working toward the root of the problem.  

 

Asking him why he thinks they don’t get along will prob-

ably result in, ―I don’t know.‖ Instead, we can ask if he 

would like to be friends with her.  

 

If he says he would, we can teach him how. Suggest he 

walk up to her, put out his hand and say, ―I’m sorry about 

all the trouble from before. Can we be friends?‖ If he 

says he would not like to be friends, reassure him that not 

everyone is friends with everyone else, but everyone is 

obligated to be kind and respectful. In that light, when 

they catch each other’s eye, he is expected to say ‖Hi,‖ or 

mile or nod politely. He cannot snarl, huff or quickly turn 

away. All of these gestures can perpetuate the problem. 

Of course, he could avoid catching her eye altogether, but 

that usually takes more self-control than children this age 

can muster. Indeed, they tend to incessantly poke and 

prod at things that they find baffling.   

 

 



The Kick, cont. 
Once the heart of the problem has been handled, then the 

immediate problem can be dealt with accordingly. Rather 

than ask, ―Why did you…?‖ It may help move the learn-

ing along by asking, ―Did you know it was wrong when 

you were doing it or not until you got in trouble?‖ 

Providing a choice like this completely skips the denial 

phase, and almost all children will say that they knew it 

was wrong when they were doing it. Every now and 

again, a child will stick to the story that he didn’t do it at 

all. In those cases, either he didn’t do it, or he is hiding 

the truth (aka lying). Witnesses, prior history, and good 

old gut feeling can help determine which.   

 

Sample Dialogue with Roy 

Adult:  Roy, I just got the report from the bus driver. 

Hazel is really frustrating you, huh? 

Roy: Yeah, she’s always being mean to me and stuff!

Adult: Oh, that’s awful! You’re such a great kid, you 

shouldn’t have anyone being mean to you. Would you 

like to start over with her and try to be friends, or 

would you rather not be friends? 

Roy:  Well, I guess I would like to be friends, but I 

don’t want her to be mean to me anymore. 

Adult:  When she’s mean to you, you know how you 

are sometimes mean back to her?  (Note that the adult 

isn’t getting caught up in any kind of he said/she said 

details.) 

Roy:  (A little red faced)  Uh-huh. 

Adult: Well, she’s probably feeling bad about you, 

too. How about you write her a little note asking to 

start over and be friends again? 

Roy:  Ok. 

Adult: Let’s try this. If it doesn’t work, or if you have 

any other trouble, please let me know right away, but I 

think you and Hazel will both be glad that you’re not 

fighting anymore. Whenever you see her from now on, 

be sure to give her a little smile, and say hi, ok? 

Roy:  Ok. 

Adult:  Now, let’s talk about what happened on the 

bus, because we need to fix this. Did you know it was 

wrong to kick Hazel right when you kicked her or 

when she told the bus driver? 

Roy:  I know kicking is wrong, and I didn’t kick her. 

Adult:  Hmm. I know you don’t want to talk about it, 

and you seem upset about the whole thing, but it is 

very important that you tell me exactly what hap-

pened, so we can make it better.   

Roy:  I was trying to get by, and she put her leg in 

front of me.   

Adult:  And that probably really annoyed you. 

Roy:  Yeah. 

Adult:  So, can you tell me exactly what did happen? 

Roy:  I told you, I was trying get by, and she put her 

leg in front of me...I told her to move, and she didn’t, 

so I tried to walk over her, and she picked up her leg 

higher. My foot hit her leg, but I didn’t do it on pur-

pose! 

Adult:  Ok, so it was an accident. Did you apologize? 

Roy:  I tried, but she wouldn’t listen because she 

wanted to get me in trouble. 

Adult:  Hmm. Since she wouldn’t listen then, how 

about you add an apology into the note you’re going 

to write to her? 

Roy:  Ok. 

Adult:  Now, there’s one more piece to this that has 

to do with how we treat bus drivers. 

Roy:  I know. 

Adult:  So, do you know what you did wrong when 

talking to the bus driver? 

Roy:  No, because I was just trying to tell him what 

happened, but he wouldn’t listen. 

Adult:  Ok, so when an adult doesn’t have the time to 

listen to what we want to tell him, what should we do? 

Roy:  I don’t know. 

Adult:  Well, should you keep trying to talk if you’ve 

been asked to stop? 

Roy:  But he wouldn’t listen! 

Adult:  Ok, when you really want to tell an adult 

something, but the adult can’t or won’t listen right 

then, you need to muster up all your strength and just 

keep quiet. Remind yourself that you will have a 

chance to tell you side, but it has to wait. You must 

always be kind and respectful. No one wants to listen 

to someone who is being disrespectful no matter what 

he has to say. Keep in mind that you can always come 

and tell me, or you can always write it down and hand 

it to the adult later.   

Roy:  Ok. 

 

The final step of the process is to provide appropriate 

consequences for the situation. These may range from 

mild for first-time offences to more severe for multiple 

infractions, but the child should understand that the pur-

pose of the consequence is to help him make up for his 

mistake and learn to do better next time.   

 

In School, We Teach 

Ideally we would teach through each instance of disci-

pline trouble. We are not perfect, but we try hard to do 

our best. Also at school, we have the advantage of being  
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The Kick, continued from p. 9 
able to address both sides of the situation. In this case a conference would be held with Hazel as well. Like Roy, she 

would be taught would be taught appropriate social skills. She would be given the opportunity to take responsibility 

for her part in the trouble and she would have consequences for her action.  

 

After teaching Roy and Hazel, both will know that their behaviors were wrong, and they will know what is expected 

of them should they encounter a similar situation. With Choices #1 and #2, all the students know is that they will get 

into trouble again if they get caught responding the way they did. They do not know how to appropriately handle the 

situation should it come up again. They most likely feel that the choices they made were correct and that they were 

made to face unjust consequences. In essence, all they will learn is to avoid adult intervention when they have a 

problem.   

 

The Bystander Effect 

In the scenario above, Spike, Suri and Lourdes all reported seeing Roy kick Hazel. If you ever slowed down to put 

more distance between you and the aggressive driver who cut off a nearby car, you can understand that Spike, Suri 

and Lourdes will probably be a little worried each time they board the bus. It can be impossible to counsel every wit-

ness to a problem, and that is where parents play a big part. By keeping the lines of communication open and pre-

dictable, our children will report the trouble they see to us rather than struggle with it on their own. To be clear, we 

are not trying to shield our children from struggles or take their struggles from them. Instead, we want to help them 

recognize them and handle them appropriately. It’s all about teaching. 

 

Bullying or Teasing 

Would you say that the scenario above was bullying or 

teasing? Given the information provided, it is probably nei-

ther. We would need more details regarding why they 

snarled at each other in the first place, and we would take 

into consideration any prior problems. With effective inter-

vention in conflict/resolution, the trouble should cease, but 

if investigation reveals that Hazel is repeatedly blocking 

Roy’s path, then Hazel’s behavior would be examined for 

teasing or bullying.   

 
 

Huth Road Happenings       10

Step-by-Step 
Here is a step-by-step of the teaching intervention described 

above: 

1. Approach from the perspective of the child. “She’s    

really bothering you, huh?” 

2. Avoid lying and move quickly to teaching by ask ing if 

he knew the mistake was wrong during or after the behavior. 

3. Ask what other choices he could have made. If he 

doesn’t know, teach. Provide appropriate consequences. 

 

Watch for more tricks and tips for helping our students 

with social skills, character traits and discipline issues 

in upcoming enews messages. Working together, we 

can help our children be ready to tackle the complex 

challenges of, dare I say it, middle school!  Let’s sup-

port each other every step of the way and enjoy the 

journey as we go. 

Readers Are Leaders is a wonderful PTA-sponsored program in which our students are 

given a FREE book two to three times per year. The first distribution will be in December, 

right before winter break. We hope to encourage daily reading and a love of reading by 

allowing students to choose the book they want to read, compliments of Huth Road PTA. 

If you have questions, contact Dawn VeRost, 909-6639. 

Readers Are Leaders 



   11            Huth Road Happenings 

 



Huth Road PTA 
Please consider joining the Huth Road PTA this year if you haven’t done so already. Free babysitting is provided for all 

PTA meetings. Meeting dates are listed in the on-line school calendar and reminders will be sent home as well. Join us! 

Your PTA supports your school in many ways, including: 

 ▪   Sportswear   ▪   Reflections program   ▪   Field Days 

 ▪   Teacher mini-grants  ▪   Book Fairs (2/year)   ▪   Enrichment programs 

Please check the PTA section of the school website regularly for updates on programs, meetings, and newsletters. Our goal 

is to go ‘green!’  You can help by signing up for  GISCD E-news and select ―Huth Road PTA News.‖   

 

 

Huth Road   
 2011-2012 PTA Membership Form 

 
 

 
 Name(s):  __________________________________ ______ $5.00 per membership 
  
 Phone:  __________________________________    $ _______ Total enclosed 
 
 E-mail:  _______________________________________________________________  
 
       Child(ren)’s Name(s):  __________________________________________________ 
 

Please return to school with your child in an envelope marked ‘PTA Membership’ 
Checks payable to Huth Road PTA   

Questions? Call Shelley Pridgen at 775-5201or email at Shelley Pridgen@yahoo.com 

The PTA is proud to offer an opportunity for creativity and fun.. The National PTA Reflections 

program is a national arts recognition and achievement open to all students in pre-school 

through grade12 in the areas of literature, musical composition, photography, visual arts, dance 

choreography, and film production. The works of art will be judged by professionals in their respective arts  

areas, and selected works will be advanced to the Niagara Region PTA.  From that point selected works will ad-

vance to the state or national levels for judging.  This year the theme is ―Diversity Means.‖ Works must be origi-

nal and created by the student.   

 

There are no limits on how many entries a student may submit. Three works in each category can be selected to 

go on to the Niagara Region PTA judging. An additional three works in all categories are allowed from eligible 

special education students. All submissions must have a completed entry form taped to the back of the work with 

masking tape. Please make sure to also fill out the artist statement. It can be up to 250 words in length and there 

is no minimum length. Entries will be accepted in the office from September 26 through November 18, 2011.   

 

If you have any questions or need additional information please contact me at 773-3642 or via email at 

kkernin@yahoo.com  You can also contact the PTA Reflections website: http://www.ptareflections.org/ 

Sincerely, 

Kimberly Yung, Reflections coordinator 

PTA Reflections 

Hard copies of this newsletter are available at the office. 


